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PREFACE

This volume of Cuba in Transition brings together papers and selected commentaries presented at the Thir-
teenth Annual Meeting of the Association for the Study of the Cuban Economy, which took place August 7-9,
2003, in Coral Gables, Florida. As with previous volumes, this collection of papers and commentaries covers a
wide range of topics related to Cuba’s economy and society: the current economic situation, macroeconomics,
foreign investment, the external sector, tourism, agriculture, transition issues, governance and the role of civil
society, legal issues, and demography.

The theme for the Thirteenth Annual Meeting was “Cuba’s External Sector: Developments and Challenges.”
We heard presentations from invited speakers on Cuba’s external debt and on status and prospects of hemi-
spheric economic integration as well as many papers and commentaries on a variety of issues relevant to the in-
terests of the Association’s membership. We also held a special half-day session on August 7, entitled “Propues-
tas para la democracia desde Cuba,” which brought together prominent speakers to discuss several proposals to
create a democratic society in Cuba that have emerged from the island. We will issue the presentations made at
this session as the third volume of the ASCE Occasional Studies. 

In March of this year, the Cuban Government struck at the heart of an emerging civil society composed of in-
dependent journalists, economists, and human rights activists, jailing 78 of them and condemning them to
sentences as long as 28 years. Among those arrested and sentenced were three distinguished members of ASCE,
Marta Beatriz Roque Cabello, sentenced to 20 years imprisonment, Arnaldo Ramos Lauzurique, 18 years, and
Oscar Espinosa Chepe, 20 years. They were arrested without justifiable cause, not allowed to defend them-
selves, and their property was confiscated. ASCE dedicated the Thirteenth Annual Meeting to them and to the
other men and women unjustly imprisoned by the Cuban regime because of their dedication to freedom and
human rights. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of ASCE, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jorge Pérez-López
for preparing and editing this volume of Cuba in Transition. I also would like to thank the Institute for Cuban
and Cuban-American Studies of the University of Miami for its cooperation at the annual meeting and its con-
tribution in support of this volume’s publication. 

Beatriz C. Casals
ASCE President
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IN MEMORIAM

Arturo Pino Navarro (1923-2003)

Arturo Pino Navarro, an active member of ASCE, passed away in Miami on December 18, 2003.  A graduate
of the Universidad de la Habana in 1945 with the degree of Ingeniero Agrónomo, Arturo Pino dedicated his
professional life to public service, first in Cuba and later in the United States and Latin America.  He started his
professional career in Cuba in the Ministry of Agriculture and in 1951 became administrator of the Contra-
maestre office of the newly-established Banco de Fomento Agrícola e Industrial de Cuba (BANFAIC).  In 1959
he was appointed General Manager of BANFAIC and Vice-Minister of Agriculture.  He left Cuba in 1960 and
became a consultant to the Organization of American States (OAS) and a staff member of the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB), where he worked for 25 years.  He held several important positions at the IDB, in-
cluding Chief of the Agricultural Planning Section, Chief of several Operations Divisions, and representative
of the IDB in Honduras and Costa Rica.  He was also a consultant to the Banco Centroamericano de Inte-
gración Económica (BCIE).  Arturo Pino was an active member of the Colegio de Ingenieros Agrónomos de
Cuba en el Exilio and was instrumental in the preparation by that organization of a two-volume work titled
Desarrollo Agrícola de Cuba (Miami, 1992 and 1994), to which he also contributed a chapter on agricultural
credit in a Cuba of the future. He was a frequent speaker on topics related to agricultural development in Cuba
and in Latin America.  Those of us who knew him will remember him for his professionalism and integrity.
May our esteemed colleague rest in peace.

Rodolfo A. Carrandi




